
 

(Editor’s Note: Due to several factors, we are combining the January and February issues of our newsletter this year.) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
New Year, New Decade, New Website 

 
EAMC's 70th Anniversary year is the perfect time to 
launch our new website. It gives the chapel even more 
things to celebrate. 

If you haven’t had a chance to look at the website 
yet, check it out and see all the improvements, most 
notably the opportunities to listen to previous sermons 
(look under the WORSHIP tab) and give to the chapel 

online (look under the GIVE tab). It’s easy to set up an 
account. Follow the simple instructions on the Give 
page. You can make a one-time or recurring donation to 
the general fund, building fund, or 
endowment fund. You can donate 
via your phone or tablet, too. 
Search for Tithe.ly in your app 
store, icon shown at left. 

You can also enjoy photo galleries on each main 
page, and learn how our church is operated (click on 
Leadership under the ABOUT tab). Coming soon— you’ll 
be able to search our enhanced calendar (which is still 
a work in progress). 

If you have any questions, problems or suggestions, 
please contact Maria McDonald, webmaster@eachapel.org.

2020: EAMC Celebrates 70 Years 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Homecoming - June 14, 2020 

     Watch for more information in the coming months, 
    including historical flashbacks! 

       (See article on page 2 about our Kickoff in February.) 
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70th Anniversary Kickoff:  
Soup ’n Sandwich Winter 

Social`

 
Join the Social committee to kick off EAMC’s 70th 
Anniversary at a Soup ’n Sandwich Supper on February 
16 at 4:30 p.m. It’s a perfect event to warm body and 
soul during the chilly winter months! Sign up on the 
sheet posted on the church bulletin board in the south 
wing of the chapel or advise Bettye Benton via email or 
phone ( 0762-532-252 ).  
 

The location— either the Fellowship House or the 
Assembly Building— will be announced in early February 
based on the number of people who would like to 
attend. 

 
Men’s Bible Study: New Schedule 

Men's Bible Study participants just finished a lengthy 
review of Acts of the Apostles and next will be examining 
two new topics: 

• January 10-April 17, the men will explore the Life 
of Jesus through the four gospels. 
• April 24-May 29, the men will study The Lord’s 
Prayer using the gospel of Matthew. 

The study schedule is attached to this newsletter. 
Men’s Bible Study meets year round on Fridays at 9 

a.m. on the upper floor of the Fellowship House. Each 
week, a different man leads the discussion, and another 
provides a breakfast snack. All are welcome, no 
reservation required. If you have any questions, contact 
David Barnes, dbarnes@bestincnc.com.

 

Family Movie Night & Winter Coed Bible Study Series 

 
The Christian Education Committee cordially invites 

you to view the latest Kendrick Brothers’ movie: 
OVERCOMER 

Wed., February 12 @ 7:00pm 
Fellowship House Upper Room 

“From the creators of War Room, Courageous and 
Fireproof. Basketball coach John Harrison's high 
school team is crushed by the closing of the town's 
largest employer. Hundreds of families move, 
leaving him running a struggling cross-country 
program. But then he meets Hannah and begins 
helping this unlikely runner attempt the impossible 
in the year's biggest race.” Starring Alex Kendrick, 
Priscilla Shirer, and Aryn Wright-Thompson. Rated 
PG. Dove approved (ages 12+). Approx. 119 
minutes. 

Then join us for a follow-up, 5-week coed Bible study 
based on the movie and promising insightful review 

and meaningful discussion. 
Weds., February 19, 26 and March 4, 11, 18 @ 7:00pm 

Fellowship House Upper Room 
“Many people feel they are less than who God says 
they are. We get our identity from our careers, our 
political positions, family roles in the family, and other 
things. This small group study uses clips from the film 
to examine how we determine our identity and how 
we can find our true identity in Christ”. 
 

Bible study books will be available on movie night for $10. 
 

Questions? Contact Julia Sherron (jbsherron@gmail.com) 
or Jean Bell (tpslbeach@gmail.com).
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REFLECTIONS for January 
Rich Pollock, Presbyterian Minister (ret.) & EAMC Worship Committee Chair 
 

About Those Resolutions. . .  

 
 
Welcome to the New Year and a new decade. So 
have you made any New Year’s Resolutions yet? 
Oh, “what’s a New Year’s resolution?” you ask. It’s a 
“To Do” List for the first week of January! 

Making New Year’s resolutions aren’t really 
new. The Babylonians tried it and later so did the 
Romans. In the medieval era the knights made 
them and, according to recent polls, 40% of 
Americans still do. However there is an 80% failure 
today. 

Here are some reasons why resolutions don’t 
last: 

1. Your resolution to change is either too 
vague or too broad or both. 

2. Your timing for change is not realistic. 
3. By focusing on fixing something that you 

perceive is wrong in your life, you’re 
operating out of fear. Fear of failing will not 
sustain you over time. 

4. You don’t have an accountability structure 
to help sustain your change. 

And the biggest reason, according to 
psychologists… 

5.   It’s your consciousness that needs to   
change before your behavior can. 

What’s the solution? Just don’t bother making 
them, right? Or maybe there is a better way to go 
about making a change in your life. First, let’s deal 

with the consciousness. The Apostle Paul tells us in 
Romans 12:2, “Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” He then goes on to say just 
how we do that (12:3–15:13). It’s too long to quote 
it all here, but I encourage you to read it. It starts 
with humbly not thinking more highly of yourself 
than you ought (v. 3) goes on about loving your 
neighbor (13:8-10) and ends with trusting in Jesus, 
“so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit” (15:13). 

And so, that is the secret to fulfilling your New 
Year’s resolution— putting your faith in the power 
of the Holy Spirit to change you from within. 
Remember, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation, the old has gone, the new has come!” (II 
Corinthians 5:17). 

So, go ahead, make that New Year’s resolution. 
But be specific. Start out small and make it 
measurable. Find a friend who can help you be 
accountable. Give yourself a due date. A good rule 
of thumb is that if you can sustain it for forty days 
(sounds Biblical, doesn’t it?), it will become a habit. 
Be positive. Think about enhancing a strength you 
have rather than trying to fix a weakness; or pick 
something you like to do to help accomplish your 
goal. And finally, remember, “in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us” (Rom. 8:37).  

Happy New Year! 
 
 
Rich Pollock lives in Topsail Beach with his wife Julia. 

Both are active affiliates of Emma Anderson Memorial 
Chapel. Rich happily fills in at the pulpit when a guest 
minister is unable to lead us in Sunday worship. 
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WE HAVE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! 
Lend a hand if you can! 

Please give prayerful consideration to filling these 
important volunteer vacancies. If you are interested, can 
recommend a candidate or have any questions, please 
contact the appropriate person(s) listed below. Thank 
you! 

 
Church Pianist 

After five years of faithfully serving our music 
program, Carolyn Kugatow has retired as our pianist. 
We wish her well as she pursues her dreams of traveling 
and seeks other retirement opportunities.  

The pianist rehearses with the Chancel Choir on 
Thursdays at 7:15 p.m. and accompanies worship 
services on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. This position receives a 
stipend.  

Contacts: Music Director Merle Morris (910-328-
4114) or Board Chair Rick Benton (910-604-3835). 

 
2020 Lenten Luncheon Speaker Series Coordinator 

During the last few years, Julia Sherron has 
recruited wonderfully inspirational speakers to help us 
prepare our hearts for Easter. A very committed group of 
folks is willing to help a new coordinator in any way. They 
just need a leader! 

The Luncheon chairperson coordinates the 
speakers, works with the caterers and the 
Communications committee, and oversees the one-hour 
event for the five consecutive Tuesdays of Lent (March 3, 
10, 17, 24 and 31 in 2020) leading up to Easter (April 12). 

Contacts: retiring Luncheon Coordinator Julia 
Sherron (910-690-2595) or Worship Chair Rich Pollock 
(910-398-5004). 
 
 
 

Flower Committee Members 
We welcome Ginny Barnett and Penny Burrell as 

new co-chairs of the Flower Committee and thank them 
for volunteering their time. We also thank outgoing chair 
Macon Basinger who essentially handled the Flower 
committee duties single handedly for some time and did 
a fabulous job. We are seeking additional volunteers to 
fill out the committee and provide assistance. 

The Flower committee maintains a calendar for floral 
sponsorships, coordinates flower contributions with a 
local florist, and ensures that flowers are provided for all 
church services in the event specific dates have not been 
sponsored. 

Contacts: Co-chair Ginny Barnett (919-414-6832) or 
Co-chair Penny Burrell (919-539-5816). 
 
Bylaws Committee Members 

We thank Rodney Dillman and Jac Reville for their 
dedicated service on the Bylaws committee and seek new 
members to fill their vacancies. 

The Bylaws committee maintains a current set of 
bylaws, reviews the bylaws annually with a view toward 
recommending amendments, additions, or deletions to 
the bylaws; solicits from the congregation 
recommendations for amendments, additions, or 
deletions to the bylaws; provides each member of the 
Board of Governors and Trustees with a current and 
dated set of bylaws annually; posts, in a conspicuous 
place, in each church property a current copy of the 
bylaws. 

Contact: Bylaws Chair David Stipe (910-328-1150) or 
Board Chair Rick Benton (910-604-3835). 

 

 
Contact Laura Dillman (directory@eachapel.org) if you 
would like to be added to our pictorial church directory.  
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: 2019 WRAP-UP 

Making Lives Bright 
Around the World:    
Sharing the Light  
of Jesus 

Emma Anderson Memorial Chapel had another 
outstanding year participating in Operation Christmas 
Child (OCC), a ministry of Samaritan's Purse. In early 
December, 42 affiliates and friends volunteered at the 
OCC processing center in Boone, N.C. We welcomed 
eight first-timers who quickly learned how to "work the 
line". The Boone center processed about 45,000 
shoeboxes per day during the two days we were there, all 
of them headed to Peru. 

EAMC had such a large number of volunteers for 
Operation Christmas Child at the warehouse in Boone 
that we had to split into two groups with slightly different 
shifts! 

 

 
Standing, left to right: Rodney Dillman, Dan Longest, Marsha 
Bissette, Kay Grady, Hope Longest, Rick Benton, Betty Benton, 
Marsha Lewis, Butch Parish, Maggie Parrish, Ray MacDonald 
and Carla Hughey. Kneeling, left to right: Laura Dillman, 
Norma Carole MacDonald, Marilyn Sides and Sandra Davis. 
Not pictured: Karen Spencer and Sharon Bachelor. 

 
One highlight of the trip included hearing testimony 

from a former shoebox recipient from Uganda who now 
works for Samaritan’s Purse. This reinforced the belief that 
these boxes do change the lives of the children who 
receive them, bringing them to know and love God. 

 

 
Standing rear, left to right: Rucker Eggleston, Dick Burrell, 
Frances Kier, Debbie Hill, Joe Bell, Penny Burrell, John Burke, 
Pam Burke, Jim King, Frank Sharron and Bob Barnett. Standing 
front, left to right: Debo Bell, Freddie King, Jean Bell, Ginny 
Barnett, Julia Sherron, Jeff Bell, Ria Harris and David Barnes. 
Not pictured: Dianne Barnes, Dan and Beth Dent, and Sheldon 
and Cathleen Smith. 

 
We eagerly await the shipment totals from all the 

processing centers, hoping that 2019 surpassed the 10.6 
million shoeboxes that were collected and delivered in 
2018. 

We are proud to support this ministry and thankful to 
all who participate. It is a great time of fellowship and fun 
while serving our Lord. We invite you to join us in 
December 2020, our 11th year, at an Operation 
Christmas Child Processing Center. 

 
 

BENEVOLENCE: 2019 WRAP UP 

Making Lives Bright in 
Our Own Backyard: 
Caring For Our Local 
Neighbors in Need 

Your gifts for the Angel Tree and donations of food 
made a difference in our community last Christmas. The 
Community Holiday Assistance Program (CHAP) of 
Eastern Pender County provided food, gift cards, and 
toys to 373 families including 719 adults and 868 children 
thanks to the generosity of our Chapel along with other 
local churches, organizations and businesses in our 
community. 
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We had an impressive 15 volunteers from EAMC helping 
on December 15, the final day of the "holiday shop" at 
All Saints Catholic Church in Hampstead, N.C., the 
headquarters of CHAP. 

 
 
 
Affiliates Janine Stidley, left, 
Vicki Faris, below left,  
and Ria Harris, below right,  
wrap gifts for outreach 
recipients in the "holiday shop" 
at All Saints Catholic Church in 
Hampstead, N.C. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks go to Peggy Marziani, Hope Longest, 
Nancy Cooper, Sarah and Louis Cox, Maggie and Butch 
Parrish, Vicki and Paul Faris, Carolyn Kugatow, Ria Harris, 
Rucker Eggleston, Nancy Green, Janine Stidley, and Beth 
Holder.  

Thank you also to our committee members Maggie 
and Butch Parrish, Sarah and Louis Cox, Patty and Eddie 
Hatch, and Chair Beth Holder for their commitment to 
these holiday projects benefitting the needy in our area. 

 
OUR CHAPEL DECORATORS 

Representatives from the Men’s and Women’s Bible Study 
groups, as well as three generations of  Stampers— Bobbie, her 

daughter Susan and granddaughter Stacey (upper right)— 
 arrived en masse on November 29 to beautifully decorate the 

Chapel for Advent. Also pictured: David Barnes (balancing 
barefoot on the pews) Eddie Hatch, Alice Stith and Tommy 

Newton. Additional decorators: Julie Barefoot, Dianne Barnes, 
Jean Bell, Bettye Benton, Rick Benton, Rodney Dillman, Ria 

Harris, Frances Keir, Mary Susan Phillips, and Janine Stidley.  
Many thanks to all of our decorating angels! 
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OUR CANDLE TRIMMERS 

 
Nine industrious novices took no time at all under the expert 
tutelage of veteran trimmer Janie Hauser to trim 200 
Moravian beeswax candles with red ribbons on December 5 in 
preparation for our Christmas Eve service. 

 
Standing, left to right: Dianne Barnes, Janie Hauser, Julia 
Howington, Jean Bell, Frances Keir, Rucker Eggleston, Kay 
Grady and Gerry Horner. Kneeling, left to right; Ria Harris 
and Laura Bloodworth with her adorable granddaughter who 
occupied herself patiently during the trimming. 
 
DID YOU KNOW?  
The four large trays made of pine and holding 50 
candles each were handcrafted circa 2006 by Angela 
Mallard, sister of affiliate Gayla MacMillan. Because so 
many people are now attending Christmas Eve service 
Angela is making us a fifth tray. Thank you, Angela! 
 
 

 

 

  
Remember the Kingdom Crafters' request for hand-
knitted wool sweaters for newborns that we mentioned 
last fall? Well, Julia and Rich Pollock’s former student 
gratefully took back 22 lovely sweaters with her to her 
assignment in South Asia! (Note: We’re protecting her 
identity and being cryptic about other information at her 
request.) 
 

 
A new study guide for our three-year Sunday School 
curriculum, which began in September 2018, is available 
every three months: Dec-Feb, Mar-May, Jun-Aug and 
Sep-Nov. Make sure to pick up your copy in Sunday 
School. 

 
So far this year, we have only five guest 
families scheduled for a stay in the 
Respite Apartment. We hosted 15 
families last year. 
     Know any fishers of men that will be 
home on furlough in 2020? Invite them to 
apply for a complimentary 6-night stay in 
our apartment in the Fellowship  
House. 
     Visit our website to learn more about 

this unique ministry. 
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WORSHIP 
Sunday School, 8:50am, Fellowship House 
Sunday worship, 10am, Chapel 
Nursery care for up to age 4, 8:35-11:15am, north wing of 
the Chapel 
 
 
JANUARY MINISTERS (See all our ministers 
online.) 
5 Reverend Dr. Charles Hutchens, Methodist, Retired 
Pastor, High Point, NC. Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. Tim 
Horner, Surf City NC. 
12 Reverend Gus Gillespie, Baptist, Associate Pastor, 
Bullock Baptist Church, Bullock NC. Sponsor: Mrs. Bunny 
Matthews, Stovall NC. 
19 Reverend Amy Andrews, Baptist, Minister of Youth 
and College, Oakmont Baptist Church, Greenville NC. 
Sponsor: Ms Frances Keir, Topsail Beach NC. 
26 Reverend Randy Martin, Baptist, Retired Pastor, 
Roanoke Rapids NC. Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. Rick 
Benton, Surf City NC. 
 
 
FEBRUARY MINISTERS  
 2 Rev. Kaye Fry, United Methodist, Lead Pastor, Stony 
Hill UMC, Albemarle NC. Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Sherron, Topsail Beach NC. 
 9 EAMC Affiliate Rev. Rich Pollock, Presbyterian, 
Retired Pastor, Topsail Beach NC. Sponsor: Emma 
Anderson Memorial Chapel. 
16  Rev. Steve Wingert, Methodist, Pastor, Free 
Methodist Church, Olney IL. Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. 
John Hauser, Surf City NC. 
23  Rev. Chris Thore, Methodist, Senior Pastor, First  
Wesleyan Church, High Point NC. Sponsors: Mr. and 
Mrs. Bryan Blackorby, Durham NC. 
 
 
JANUARY CALENDAR (See all our events 
online.) 
 1  New Year’s Day 
16 Epiphany 
10 Committee Reports due 
18 Board of Governors meeting, 9am, Fellowship House. 
All are welcome. 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
12 Winter Movie Night “Overcomer” 7p FH 
16 Soup ‘n Sandwich Winter Social 4:30p/place TBD 
18 March Newsletter articles due 
19 Adult Coed Winter Bible Study 7p FH 
20 Choir practice resumes 
26 Ash Wednesday observance, details TBD 
26 Adult Coed Winter Bible Study 7p FH 
26 March Newsletter published (subject to change) 
See all our events online 

 

RESOURCES 
BEREAVEMENT NOTICES If you are a chapel affiliate 

(you've attended services at least once) and would like to 
have an announcement sent to affiliates regarding a 
death in your family, please contact Rick Benton or Sandra 
Davis. 

CHANCEL FLOWERS Sign up on the calendar in the 
south wing of the chapel or contact Ginny Barnett by 
email or phone to sponsor Sunday flowers. Cost is $85. A 
local florist selects and delivers the flowers for you. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY You can be included in our 
online directory at any time. Contact 
directory@eachapel.org with name(s), home/beach 
address (plus 2nd address, if you have one), email 
address(es), home/beach phone number(s), cell phone 
number(s), and a photo. Copies of the printed directory 
are available at no charge for new affiliates. A supplement 
with updates is periodically emailed (or mailed via USPS, 
if necessary) to those who are listed. If you are in the 
directory and your information changes, don't forget to 
login and update it! 

EAMC EMAILS To continue receiving our newsletter 
and other email announcements, remember to notify us if 
you change your email address. To prevent our emails 
from being snagged by your spam folder, add 
newsletter@eachapel.org to your address book. 

FELLOWSHIP HOUSE RESPITE APARTMENT If you 
know of a missionary who is on assignment abroad and 
will be coming stateside on furlough then returning to his 
or her assignment, please let him or her know about our 
Missionary Ministry. A family of six (max.) can enjoy a 
respite for six nights at no charge in our Respite 
Apartment. We especially welcome referrals from 
affiliates who know of missionaries associated with their 
home churches. Spread the word! Any questions? 
Contact Sandra Davis. Read our brochure for more info. 
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GIFTS OF SECURITIES If you'd like to make a gift to 
EAMC of appreciated stocks or mutual funds, contact Dee 
MacMillan at 910-340-1237 or Herb Ormond's office at 
877-343-3576. 

HOME COMMUNION If you or someone you know 
is unable to attend Communion service at the chapel on 
the first Sunday of any month or on special holidays, but 
would like to receive Communion at home that day, 
please contact the coordinator Michelle Reynolds by 
email or phone. 

LIBRARY Come and visit the Chapel's Library located 
in the Fellowship House, 2nd floor. (Elevator accessible.) 
We have 1400 holdings! Sundays 8:50 - 9:30 a.m. and by 
request. If you can't visit, a librarian will be happy to 
deliver a book locally. Librarians: Nancy Green (910-328-
1092), Gerry Horner (910-328-7251), Nancy Howell (910-
328-0354), and Frances Keir (919-522-3934). 

MINISTER SPONSORSHIP Nominations are being 
accepted for guest ministers for 2020 until mid-October 
2019. Any affiliate-- someone who has worshipped at 
EAMC at least once-- is eligible to nominate a guest 
minister. Pick up an application in the vestibule of the 
chapel or request one via email from Hope or Dan 
Longest. For more information about the nominating 
process, click here. 

NEWSLETTER  Please let us know if you would like to 
receive our newsletter or if you stop receiving it. You can 
unsubscribe at any time. We will not share your email with 
anyone for any reason at any time. 

OUTREACH If you would like the chapel to send a 
note of encouragement or sympathy to an affiliate of the 
chapel who needs uplifting, please let Connie Taylor 
know. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL Three-year course of study from 
Sept. 2018-2021: "Bible Studies for Life". Learn how to 
connect God's Word to your life in an intentional way. 
Join us anytime for great teaching and fellowship, 8:50-
9:45 a.m., Fellowship House. ADULTS: top floor; 
CHILDREN: ground floor.  

 

 

Emma Anderson Memorial Chapel is a 
nondenominational church that gathers for worship, 

the preaching and teaching of God’s Word, and 
Christian fellowship. Our mission is to glorify God and 

to proclaim Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior of all. 
 
 

EMMA ANDERSON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
Topsail Beach NC 28445 

910-328-6100 
 

directory@eachapel.org  Laura Dillman 
inquiry@eachapel.org  Sandra Davis 

ministerinquiry@eachapel.org  Hope & Dan Longest 
newsletter@eachapel.org  Laura Dillman 

secretary@eachapel.org  Sandra Davis 
webmaster@eachapel.org  Maria McDonald 

 

 
Chapel   •   1040 S Anderson Blvd    •   PO Box 2071 

Fellowship House    •   1045 Channel Blvd 
Parsonage    •   1101 S Anderson Blvd 

Youth Cottage    •   1038 S Anderson Blvd    •   PO Box 
3197 

www.eachapel.org 
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